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Washington State  
Animal Response Team  

(WASART) 
 

Minutes December 12, 2007  
General Membership Meeting 

 
 

Present were BOD members: Gretchen McCallum, 
Greta Cook, Lanette Knapp, Mary Ann Bentley, and 
Lynn Henke. 
 
New folks welcomed:  Patty Vanassa and Mary Ann 
DeMoss. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President 
Gretchen McCallum at 6:41pm. 
 

 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved 
as written. 
 
President, Gretchen McCallum 

 

 WASART’s History.  
 

Gretchen gave a brief overview of WASART’s history 
and then everybody introduced themselves and told 
of how they became acquainted with WASART.     
 

 Recent Flooding in Lewis, Gray’ Harbor, etc., 
Counties. 

 
Although not called out to assist in the recent 
flooding in the afflicted counties, WASART kept in 
close contact with several agencies and vets in the 
area who were assessing the situation and knew of 
WASART’s readiness to respond if the need arose. 
 

 Training Curriculum, Orientation Meeting, and 
Training Dates 

 
The training curriculum is close to completion and 
will be posted on WASART’s website when finalized.  
The Annual Orientation Meeting is on January 12th at 
9:30 a.m. at Key Bank, Enumclaw.  Training will 
follow on February 9th-10th and February 16th-17th.  
Training locations will be in Enumclaw and Duvall.   
All information on the Orientation Meeting and 
Training will be posted on WASART’s website of 
www.washingtonsart.org.   
 
 
 

 Accounting Software Situation 
 
A copy of Quickbooks for Non-Profits was obtained 
and loaded onto a laptop.  When the Chart of 
Accounts is revised to conform to the IRS’ 
requirements, the program will be ready for use. 
 

 Hardware Donations 
 

Paul Fleming, the Training Director of Peninsular 
Mounted Search and Rescue, has offered to donate 
a computer monitor and a couple of laptops to 
WASART.  His generous offer was accepted.   
 

 “Thank You” Gift 
 

Casy Cummings, a member of Peninsular Mounted 
Search and Rescue, has been donating his time and 
expertise for several months in developing and 
maintaining the website for WASART.  To recognize 
his generosity, if even in a very small way, a basket 
of goodies from Harry and David was sent to him for 
Xmas with the sincere appreciation of all the 
members of WASART. 

 

 2008 Livestock ID Clinic 
 
The second Livestock ID Clinic has been scheduled 
for March 15th and will be held at Crystal Carter’s 
barn - home of Triple C Pleasure Horses - at 42928 
244th Avenue SE, Enumclaw, WA  98022.  Richard 
Vetter, DVM, an equine dentist will be on-site for 
March 15th and March 16th, as will Bronwyn Mayo for 
freeze marking.  Another vet will be on-site for micro-
chipping, vaccinations, sedation for the freeze 
marking, etc., as will an equine massage therapist, 
an equine chiropractor, and perhaps an equine 
nutritionist and a natural hoof trimmer.   
 
Plenty of vendors will be offering their wares and 
Crystal may also sponsor a horse sale, both of her 
own horses, those consigned to her for sale, or 
private sellers.   We want to make this an even 
bigger event than our previously very successful 
Clinic on September 30, 2007.     
 
Dr. Vetter can handle 7-8 horses per day and he 
should be contacted directly on 360-245-3476 to 
schedule an appointment for your horse(s).  He 
books up quickly so don’t hesitate to call him.   Other 
contact information for Dr. Vetter is either through e-
mail at vetent@centurytel.net or through his website 
on www.perfequinedentistry.com.   
 
If you wish to sell your horse, call Crystal Carter 
directly on 253-569-4804. 
 

http://www.washingtonsart.org/
mailto:vetent@centurytel.net
http://www.perfequinedentistry.com/
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All other enquiries should be directed to 
animalresponseteam@gmail.com.   
 

 Maple Valley Radio Club Membership 
 

It was decided at the last Board of Directors Meeting 
that membership in the Maple Valley Radio Club 
would be a good idea, considering these are the 
folks with whom WASART would be working in a 
disaster if the cell and landlines went down.  Scott 
Currie from this Radio Club has provided instruction 
in his seven week ham radio class to several of the 
WASART BOD and/or their spouses. 
 

 BOD Members Needed 
 

A veterinary, veterinary technician, Animal Control 
Officer, and an Enumclaw Fire Fighter are 
considering joining the WASART BOD.  Changes will 
need to be made to the WASART Bylaws to 
accommodate the new BOD members. 
 

 Committee Members Needed 
 

Gretchen spoke of the need for more folks to 
become committee members.  Those committees 
needing attention are: 
 

o Community Outreach; 
o Membership/Recruiting; 
o Grants and Fundraising; 
o Training; 
o Communications; 
o Equipment; and 
o Information/Newsletter 

 
Anyone wishing to be considered for a position on 
one of the above committees should contact 
Gretchen at animalresponseteam@gmail.com.   
 

 WASART NEWS and Deadline 
 

It was emphasized that December 15th was the 
deadline for submitting articles to be included in the 
second quarterly issue of WASART NEWS, due to 
be published on January 1st.  Submissions were to 
be sent to animalresponseteam@gmail.com.  

 
 
Vice-President, Greta Cook 
 

 Map Your Neighborhood Program 
 

Greta has been granted permission by the MYN 
Program developer, Dr. Luann Johnson, to write an 
addendum to this urban-focused program so that 
rural communities will receive instruction that is 

unique to rural inhabitants.  Contact information on 
this program is through 206-296-3830 or the website 
at http://emd.wa.gov/myn/index.shtml.  Or talk with 
Greta or Gretchen, who are both MYN trainers. 
 

 Resignation of BOD Member, Diane Spencer 
 

Because of her time constraints, Diane Spencer 
submitted her resignation as Member as Large which 
was regretfully accepted by the BOD.  However, 
Diane has offered to help out occasionally if the need 
arises. 
 

 Appointment of Lynn Henke as Training 
Director 
 

The WASART BOD is pleased to welcome Lynn 
Henke as its Training Director.  Lynn brings many 
years of livestock handling experience to the table as 
well as experience as a member on the Board of 
Directors of several animal-focused non-profit 
organizations.  
 

 Meeting Room Locations for 2008 
 

All BOD Meetings will be held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Key 
Bank Community Meeting Room, 1212 Cole Street, 
Enumclaw, WA   
 
With the exception of the meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 13th, all General Meetings will 
be held at the above location at 6:30 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month.  Because of a 
scheduling conflict, the February 13th meeting will be 
held at the Enumclaw Fire Hall, 1330 Wells Avenue, 
Enumclaw, WA.   
 

 Enumclaw Mayor’s Ag Summit on 11/19/2007 
 
Gretchen and Greta attended this daylong Ag 
Summit as WASART representatives (Gretchen was 
there for the morning session only).  About 100 
people participated, the majority of whom were from 
various governmental agencies rather than local 
people.  Several local and county council members 
were present also.  Land conservation and the 
unequal application of taxation on farms were the 
leading concerns as well as the transportation 
problems associated with a livestock processing 
plan.   

 
Discussion was also had on viable strategies for the 
development of the City of Enumclaw.  Networking 
with animal owners and government agencies was 
ongoing.  A Citizen’s Educational Forum is to be 

mailto:animalresponseteam@gmail.com
mailto:animalresponseteam@gmail.com
mailto:animalresponseteam@gmail.com
http://emd.wa.gov/myn/index.shtml
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scheduled in the future and all attendees and the 
local public will be advised of the date and location. 

 

 11/27/2007 - (COAD) Community 
Organizations Active in Disasters Workshop. 

 
Greta attended this workshop held at the Renton 
Vocational Technical College.  There were about 100 
attendees and the purpose of the workshop was to 
establish a COAD in Renton.  There is already a 
Redmond COAD but not in Enumclaw.  Nonprofits, 
churches, fire departments, governmental agencies, 
utility departments, etc., all sent representatives.   

 
Valuable contacts were made.  The Renton 
Emergency Manager, Debra Neeham, agreed to 
provide Greta with a copy of her PowerPoint 
presentation.   

 
Besides the networking component of the Workshop, 
Greta said it would be a good idea to either start a 
COAD on the Enumclaw Plateau or partner with 
another interested group in doing so. 

 
She also said that it would be advantageous for 
WASART to join WAVOAD = Washington Volunteer 
Organizations Active in Disasters. 

 
A follow-up session for the group that Greta was 
involved with is scheduled for January 29, 2008 at 
Mama Passarelli’s Dinner House in Black Diamond.  
This group includes chaplains, the ARC, YMCA, The 
Soup Ladies, other non-profits, etc. 

 

 12/5/2007 - State Interoperability Executive 
Committee Public Safety Communications 
Summit. 

 
Greta attended this Summit.  The overriding theme 
of the Summit was that communication was a major 
problem in a disaster.  Agencies do not have a 
coordinated system of communication such that they 
can effectively communicate with each other in a 
disaster.  Not all agencies use, or were aware of, the 
Emergency Alert System which can be programmed 
to alert cell phone users.  Having multiple forms of 
contact was VIP. 

 
Several other themes were discussed during the 
Summit.  For instance, building personal 
relationships with the people/agencies likely to be 
involved in a disaster, being on a first name basis 
with emergency service providers, etc.  Effectiveness 
was more important than efficiency. 

 
Another theme was that technology was obsolete 
every 18 months so it was important to have trained 

people capable of staying current with whatever 
technology was being utilized. 

 
No follow-up meetings were likely to be scheduled 
for the future but Greta will follow-up with the 
Outreach Coordinator, Laura Kingman, to see how 
SIEC (State Interoperability Executive Committee) 
can help WASART. 

 

 Red Cross Volunteer Training 
 

Greta commenced Red Cross Volunteer Training by 
attending their orientation meeting on November 29, 
2007.  An application and an in-person interview are 
required before a person can attend the orientation.  
She is interested in joining the ARC Disaster 
Assistance Team.  She will train for three days on 
December 7th, 8th, and 9th; take their Sheltering 
Operations class on January 27, 2008; and their 
Mass Care class on January 21, 2008. 
 
 
Secretary, Lanette Knapp 
 

 Nothing to report. 
 
Treasurer, Mary Ann Bentley 
 

 Bank Account 
 

Mary Ann reported that we are solvent.   
 
Lynn Henke, Training Director 

 

 Orientation Meeting and Training 
 
Lynn’s first action as the Training Director was to ask 
for volunteers for a Training Committee to deal with 
the Orientation Meeting and Training classes coming 
up in January and February.  Patty Vanassa, 
Gretchen, and Greta volunteered to join the 
committee which Lynn will chair 
 
Lynn scheduled a meeting for next week for the 
Training Committee to discuss outstanding issues 
relevant to the Orientation Meeting on January 12th 
and the Training being offered on February 9-10, 
2008 and February 16-17, 2008.   
 
She also suggested advertising the Orientation 
Meeting on Craigs List; it is already being advertised 
on the Little Nickel, various listserves, and at local 
businesses, and e-mailed to everyone in the e-mail 
address books of all the BOD members. 
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Lynn was able to get a small item in the local 
Enumclaw Courier Herald notifying the public about 
our meeting place and time. 
 
She also has a black and white, full sized, static 
horse named “Titan” that she will allow WASART to 
use for training and exhibition purposes. 
 
 

 Other Business 
 
 

WASART has been invited to teach a course at the 
upcoming Search and Rescue Conference being 
held in Cashmere (Chelan County) on May 15-18, 
2008.  This conference is attended by the public and 
Search and Rescue members statewide.  Greta will 
probably be the presenter on behalf of WASART with 
the assistance of other WASART members.   
 
Currently, the proposed topics are how to safely and 
effectively do a trailer extrication of a downed horse, 
large animal first aid, strapping a horse for helicopter 
airlift/ditch extraction, etc.  These topics may change 
in the future. 
 
Because of the possibility of Dr. Dana Bridges also 
being invited to instruct at the SAR Conference and 
perhaps teaching the same type of course, Gretchen 
will contact her to ascertain her plans vis-à-vis the 
SAR conference. 
 
Information on the SAR Conference can be found at 
www.sar2008.com.   
 
 
 
 
With no further business on hand, the meeting was 
adjourned by the President at 8:26pm. 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Gretchen McCallum, President 
 
 
 

 Dates to keep an eye on ~  

 
General Meetings (with the exception of February 
13th meeting) - 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m.  Key Bank Community Meeting Room, 
1212 Cole Street, Enumclaw, WA  98022. 
 
February 13, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.  - General Meeting.  
Enumclaw Fire Hall, 1330 Wells Street, Enumclaw, 
WA  98022 

 
January 12th – Annual Orientation Meeting – Key 
Bank, 1212 Cole Street, Enumclaw, WA at 9:30 a.m. 
 
February 9th and 10th – WASART training in 
Enumclaw commencing at 9:00 a.m.  Saturday’s 
classes in Enumclaw; Sunday’s classes in Duvall. 
 
February 16th and 17th – WASART training in 
Enumclaw commencing at 9 a.m.  Saturday’s 
classes in Enumclaw; Sunday’s classes in Duvall. 
 

http://www.sar2008.com/

