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Washington State Animal 
Response Team (WASART) 

 
General Membership Minutes 

March 12th Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Present were: Mary Ann Bentley, Anna Budden, 
Carrie Gross, Patricia Vanassa, Lynn Henke, Paula 
Bartolus-Young, Shamane Herman, Wendy Zabel, 
Greta Cook, Gretchen McCallum, Nikki Behner, and 
Lanette Knapp 
 
The WASART BOD meeting was called to order by 
President Gretchen McCallum at 6:35pm. 
 
 

 General Membership Minutes. 
 

The minutes of the February 13th, 2008 meetings 
were approved as amended. 
  

 President - Gretchen McCallum – 
 

 Grant/Letters of Inquiries  
 
Several grant applications and letters of inquiries 
were mailed in March.  The following are dates and 
establishments where they have been applied; 
 
2/22 – ASPCA  Equine Department – a grant 
application was sent for $5000 for a projector, laptop, 
screen and replacement bulb. 
 
2/21 – Emerald Air – c/o Wendy Zabal – a request 
for radio equipment. 
 
2/2 - Renton Western Wear – for $11,000 for an 
articulated horse and a rescue glide.  Gretchen sent 
them a complete folder of all of our handouts. 
 
2/27 – Parks Foundation for Animal Welfare $5,000 
for continuing education. 
 
2/27 Burien White Center Rotary - $500 for 
continuing education 
 
3/4 – US Rider Leg Up Foundation - $14,000 – for a 
static and articulated horse. 
 

 General Liability Insurance   
 

Gretchen is still researching this possibility.  We are 
at high risk because of what we do, so the need for 
us to be covered is a valid one to research. 

 
 

 
 Seattle PI Article 
 

The article that was written on Monday, March 3rd. 
2008 by Mary Swift was almost correct.  She only 
missed a few minor points.  However, she does want 
to do follow up stories.  Mary might even want to 
come and observe us during our next training 
sessions. 
 

 Members Only page on Website 
 
Please let Gretchen know if you do NOT want your 
name to be included on the members only page on 
our website. 
 

 Kent Animal Shelter 
 
Gretchen has become a volunteer at the Kent facility.  
She wants the shelter to remember WASART and 
has decided that volunteering her time there would 
be beneficial to our organization. 
 

 WASART Speakers’ Bureau 
 
Gretchen is considering starting a speakers’ bureau 
to share and spread the WASART word.  Our 
presentation doesn’t have to be a 2 hour one.  It 
could be as short as 15 minutes.  There would be an 
outline that the presenter could follow.  She is hoping 
that Wendy Church might be involved in the training 
of this group of speakers.  Wendy trained with the 
first group of volunteers. 
 

 Committees 
 

Various committees need to be organized.  We need 
to have guidelines developed or expectations for the 
various committees that the organization will need to 
run more efficiently.  Hopefully, this can be 
developed within the next several months. 
 

 Missy Update 
 
The rescue on the mare “Missy”, that a handful of 
WASART volunteers were called out on last 
December 18th received an update.  The owner was 
charged with 26 counts of animal cruelty, a $5,000 
fine and 5 years in jail.   
 

 Vice-President - Greta Cook -  
 

CERT Training 
 
Greta gave a talk to CERT graduates in Auburn on 
February 20th and also told them about WASART 
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and it seemed there were a few people interested in 
joining. 
 

 Lewis County Tour 
 
Greta and Gretchen toured Lewis County this past 
month.  Our WASART jackets really stood out with 
the group of 8 or 10 people that were touring.  They 
were always introduced at the WASART group even 
though they weren’t all with WASART.  Lewis County 
is still struggling and they need hay and help 
cleaning up down there.  The money they get from 
FEMA is only $28,000 per person and many of the 
people didn’t qualify.  The mud that is everywhere 
down there is sterile and needs to be scrapped 
away.  Fencing is down and needs to be put back 
up.  There was a reining ranch that was destroyed.  
The arena has one foot of the sterile dirt inside.  
Some of these people will never recover and suicide 
has risen. 
Greta has taken some great photographs depicting 
the devastation that the flooding caused.  She plans 
to bring them Saturday to the ID Clinic and then also 
plans to have some posted on our website. 
1996 was their last big flood.  The Centralia and 
Chehalis areas have been pretty well cleaned up, but 
once you travel out to the country, there’s at least 
one foot of the sterile mud in the hay fields.  It’s a 
pretty gruesome site indeed.  
 

 WAVOAD Meeting 
 
Greta and Gretchen both attended the WAVOAD 
meeting on March 4th.  They are a statewide 
networking group.  They are a positive group and do 
like to have us associated with them.  Because we 
are an affiliate group and not a national organization, 
we do not have to pay any dues. 
 

 Promotional Gear 
 
Great showed us the new white WASART white t-
shirts with our green logo.  They are to be sold to the 
“non” trained public.  Greta showed us some ideas 
for a soft shell jacket in black for $90.  If you can 
supply a better company to work with, please let her 
know.  She’s still looking into a vest as well.  Tote 
bags are coming and they will be in 4 different 
colors, including red, black, green and yellow.  She 
hopes to have them available for the ID Clinic on the 
15th.  They will be $15.  Ball caps are being looked at 
as well perhaps in the $20 range.  Greta is really 
hoping to find a gortex type.  Eventually, Greta is 
hoping that our promotional gear will be a separate 
committee.  Only trained members will be able to 
purchase our yellow jackets.  There is also a 4” x 4” 
patch in the works as well. 

 
 Horse ID Clinic on March 15th  

 
The flyer for the event is on our website.   
Those volunteers that can help set up for the days  
event, please arrive at 8am.  Please bring your 
folding tables and chairs. 
The 4-H Club Horses of Courses will be there selling 
food. 
Horses for Clean Water will set up a booth and well 
as Pennisula Mounted Search and Rescue and 
EFFRA (Enumclaw Forested Foothills Recreation 
Area). 
 
The clinic will be from 9am – 5pm.  
 

 Logo Gear  
 
Greta has been busy looking at a number of items to 
have our logo applied to.  She has looked at a soft 
shell jacket, at a fleece vest, hats, canvas and nylon 
tote bags, lanyards and a new t-shirt design.  Vest 
design options were also discussed and coloring the 
vests for leader positions at command center and the 
sheltering center.  The colors suggested were the 
WASART green for regular workers, yellow for team 
leaders and red for the WASART operations leader.   
She also is having a few 18” x 18” mesh bags made 
to use as evac sacs.  We could possibly use these 
as a fundraiser.  Another idea for a fundraiser was 
perhaps getting an animal first aid kit together. 
 

 Treasurer - Mary Ann Bentley -   
 
Mary Ann stated that we are solvent and she is 
awaiting a current statement.  The books are in the 
process of being put into the computer program 
“Quick Books”. 
 
Donations are coming in to the organization. 
 
We have gotten a desk top copier and ink donated to 
our organization by one of Lanette’s friend’s. 
 
Mary Ann mailed a check into the Maple Valley 
Amateur Radio Club for a membership for WASART 
to join.  The Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club will 
use Gretchen’s name and the WASART mailing post 
office box address.  Their organization is not set up 
to handle group memberships. 
 

 Issaquah Volunteer Expo held on 
March 8, 2008  

 
Mary Ann stated that is was very well organized and 
we even got a few donations that day.  Our booth 
was next to the “Violence Against Women”.  We had 
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an offer of a farm and acreage for us to use in a 
disaster in the Issaquah area. 
 
 

 Secretary – Lanette Knapp   
 
Lanette wanted to know who to send the General 
Minutes out to for corrections and additions.  She 
was instructed to send them to the Board. 
 

 Training Director – Lynn Henke  
 
Lynn reported about this years King County Fair out 
at the Expo center this coming July 18,19, and 20th.  
It’s going to be really different this year.  Admission 
is free.  WASART could have a 10 x 10 booth there 
to advertise awareness for FREE.  Lynn will pick up 
an application to find out more details.  Wendy Zabel 
and Shamane Herman will volunteer during the fair. 
 

 Membership Officer - Patricia Vanassa  
 
Patricia had nothing to report at this time. 
 

 NEW BUSINESS 
 
Gretchen reminded us all to please note the training 
dates coming up.  We all need to be aware of these.  
We also need to start thinking about setting goals for 
WASART and where we want to be in 2009.  
Training other counties to get volunteers trained to 
WASART standards is crucial.   
 
Emergency workers – how will the word get out to 
them in time of a disaster.  Discussion followed.  
Most likely, Gretchen or Greta will get a call from the 
Command Center and then they will activate per a 
telephone-calling tree.  It will also depend on where 
the disaster is located as to what workers will be 
responding and called. 
 
The meeting was closed in due form by President 
Gretchen McCallum at 8:10pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lanette Knapp 
Recording Secretary 
 
Next General Meetings: 
 
Wednesday, April 9th, 2008, at 6:30 p.m., Key 
Bank, 1212 Cole Street, Enumclaw, WA.  
 
Training/VIP Dates: 
 
March 26-27, 2008 American Humane Association 
Shelter Operations School - Tacoma WA 

 
April 11-13, 2008 Noah’s wish Volunteer In-Field 
Training - Saanichton, B.C. Canada 
 
April 19-20, 2008 American Humane Association’s 
Animal Emergency Services Class - Spokane, WA 
 
April 23, 2008 Pierce BCH Presentation – Tacoma 
WA 

 

April 30
th 

2008 FEMA classes - Tacoma WA Levels 

100, 200, and 700. 
  
May 10th, 2008 Animal Sheltering Course by 
WASART, Enumclaw, WA (this course is required for 
Level 2’s) 
 
May 14, 2008 General Meeting – Levels 1 and 2 
Graduation 
 
June 7-8, 2008 (tentative) Level 3 Training -  
Location and times TBD 
 
June 21, 2008 Psychological First Aid presented by 
Red Cross. Location and time TBD. 
 
October 7-9, 2008 HSUS NDART Training - 
Everett, WA  
 
October 25-26, 2008 Levels 1 and 2 Training - 
Locations and times TBD. 
 
November 11th and 12th 2008 HSUS EAS Training - 
Everett, WA  
 

- 2009  - 
 
 

January 10, 2009 Animal Sheltering Class – 
Enumclaw WA 
 
 
January 14, 2009 General Meeting Levels 1 and 2 
Graduation – Enumclaw, WA 
 
 
January 31, 2009 Annual Orientation Meeting -
Enumclaw, WA 
 
 
 
 
 

  


