Washington State Animal Response Team

| fifelping Livestock and

WASART NEWS

ashington State

From the President

The most exciting news to report this quarter is that 30 of our
new members successfully completed all the courses offered at
the WASART Academy trainings on February 9-10, and 1617,
2008! The Graduation Ceremony for these Level 1 and 2 gradu-
ates will be held at the General Meeting on May 14th and every-
one is invited to attend and applaud their efforts.

The graduates of the first WASART Academy are: Freddy As-
ton, Connie Bailey, Kathy Bailey, Paula Bartolus-Young, Nikki
Behner, Barb Birney, Anna Budden, Kathie Burr, Wendy
Church, Ken Cottle, Casy Cummings, Bill Daugaard, Tamea De-
nault, Ritz Duchesne, Pam Ferrante, Mary Fiala, Carrie Gross,
George Hadley, Shamane Herman, Karen Johnson, Kim Koon,
Kristin Malone, Cathy Reaney, Kathleen Rexford, Wendy Rude,
Gerald Schreier, Kristen Schwab, Delcie Smith, Dr. Heather
Stewart, Renee VandeVoort, and Wendy Zabel. These gradu-
ates will form the core of trained volunteers around whom WA-
SART will build its CARTs (County Animal Response Teams)
when such training commences in selected counties within
Washington in 2009.

We are also proud to welcome four new members to WA-

SART6s Board of Directors. T
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Mission Statement

VMD; Kristin Malone, Vet Assistant; Captain Darrin Pratt,

To provide a training structure and
documentation to ensure a qualified
team of volunteers is available to
respond to animal emergencies and
disasters in the State of Washington;
to prepare, plan, respond to, recover
and shelter livestock during animal
emergencies in the State due to
natural, human-made or technologi-
cal disasters such as flooding, fires,
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes,
terrorism or chemical spills; to work
with State and national partners to
address common goals; to promote
public education on disaster prepar-
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topics.

a volunteer firefighter with the Enumclaw Fire Department; and King County Animal Control
Officer, Jenee Westberg. These Advising Specialists bring many years of knowledge and

hands-on practical experience to WASART in areas that will
achieving its goals.

Gretchen McCallum
President

greatly assist WASART in

Meetings

Our General Meetings are held on the2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m
, Enumclaw, WA

the Key Bank Community Meeting Room, 1212 Cole Street
98022 . Everyone is invited to attend.
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WASART NEWS is a publication of the Washington State Animal Response Team. WA-
SART is an all volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Our mailing address is: WA-

SART, P.O. Box 21, Enumclaw, WA 98022. The editor of this publication can be contacted
at animalresponseteam@gmail.com Our web page is: http//www.washingtonsart.org




Annual Orientation and WASART Academy

WASARTO6s first Annual Orientation on Januar

people attended the four hour presentation and 26 new members signed up that day. More
memberships were subsequently received. The majority of these new members went on to

be trained at the WASART Academy on February 9-10 and 16-17, 2008. Many of the train-
ees travelled great distances to receive the training offer, some from as far away as Kettle

Falls in Ferry County, Arlington in Snohomish County, and many from Pierce and Thurston
Counties. Their backgrounds in animal welfare/rescue/care were as varied as their interests
in WASART, but all had skills and talents t
resourceful members.

Another WASART Academy for Levels 1 and 2 is tentatively scheduled for October 25-26,
2008 and a training session for Level 3s (Field Response Teams) is scheduled for June 7-8,

2008. But more information on upcoming tra

website so keep checking for updated information. Our website is: www.washingtonsart.org.

Supporting and Current Legislation Update

Once again, Substitute Senate Bill 5106 which was sponsored by Senator Ken Jacobsen,
failed to pass in the Washington Legislature; it also failed to pass in 2007. This legislation
would have put Washington in line with the Federal PETS Act of October, 2006 by making
provision for the evacuation of HAcompanion
providing reimbursement to state and local governments for eligible pet evacuation and shel-
tering activities during a declared disaster. Of the 16 states that have already passed similar
laws, including Oregon and California, Washington is the only West Coast state that has yet
to pass any animal planning legislation. As Inga Gibson, the state director of the Humane

Society of the U.S., said in an editorial i
always predict when the next disaster will strike, we can reduce the potential impact by sup-
porting | egislation that would ensure that

WASART supported this bill, and continues to support any legislation which will include
household pets and animals in emergency planning. Such disaster planning for animals
helps protect both humans and animals. Please call or e-mail your state senator and urge
support for SSB 5106 in the next session. To find your Senator, the link is http://apps.leg.wa/
DistrictFinder/Default.aspx.

Past Events

WASARTO6s Board members and new members hav
graduate from, training events in the past three months and to forge new partnerships.

Besides planning for the Orientation Meeting on January 12th and the WASART Academy
courses on February 9th -10th and February 16th -17th, already discussed, WASART also
participated in the 4-H Second Equine Extravaganza on January 26th at the Enumclaw Expo
Center. Our static model horse, Titan, rigged for a hypo-
thetical extraction from a mud hole, was a big hit with

the public and was also borrowed by one of the vets
who was teaching a course on equine first aid. We
received several enquiries from the pre-teen and teen
set about training with WASART and a modified train-
ing curriculum is now under consideration by WA-
SART6s Training Committee| to see how we (
utilize this untapped resource.

Continued on page 3
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