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Washington State Animal Response Team  
ñHelping Animals and their Owners in Disastersò 

W A S A R T  N E W S  

The Graduation Ceremony for the Levels 1 and 2 graduates   

occurred on June 11, 2008 and 26 WASART members gradu-

ated because they had completed the WASART Academy 

courses AND the elective classes for their chosen level.  Those 

graduates are:  Freddy Aston, Connie Bailey, Kathy Bailey, 

Paula Bartolus-Young, Nikki Behner, Barb Birney, Anna Bud-

den, Kathie Burr, Wendy Church, Ken Cottle, Ken (Casy) Cum-

mings, Bill Daugaard, Ritz Duchesne, Carrie Gross, George 

Hadley, Karen Johnson, Kim Koon, Cathy Reaney, Kristen 

Schwab, Delcie Smith, and Renee VandeVoort.   Several new 

WASART members who also graduated on June 11th but who 

did not complete the WASART Academy courses because their 

previously obtained credentials either equaled or exceeded WA-

SART requirements were:  Carla Dimitriou, Linda McCoy, 

Shawndra Michell, Denise Steinkerchner, and Carol Swinda-

man.   

The WASART Board of Directors is very proud of all these 

graduates and appreciates all the training, skill, expertise and 

dedication they bring to WASART. 

Gretchen McCallum 
President 

From the President  April ðJune, 2008  

To provide a training structure and 

documentation to ensure a qualified 

team of volunteers is available to 

respond to animal emergencies and 

disasters in the State of Washington; 

to prepare, plan, respond to, recover 

and shelter livestock during animal 

emergencies in the State due to 

natural, human-made or technologi-

cal disasters such as flooding, fires, 

volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, 

terrorism or chemical spills; to work 

with State and national partners to 

address common goals; to promote 

public education on disaster prepar-

edness, animal rescue and related 

topics. 

Mission Statement  

 

 

The Board of Directors recently voted to change the General Meetings from a monthly to a 

quarterly schedule, commencing July 1st.    Therefore, WASARTôs General Meetings will now 

be held on the 2nd Wednesday of each quarter  at 7:00 p.m.  at the Key Bank Com-

munity Meeting Room, 1212 Cole Street, Enumclaw, WA  98022 .     The remaining 

meetings for 2008 will be on September 10th and December 10th, and in 2009 they will be on 

March 11th, June 10th, September 9th, and December 9th.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

Meetings  

WASART NEWS  is a publication of the Washington State Animal Response Team.   WA-

SART is an all volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Our mailing address is:  WA-

SART, P.O. Box 21, Enumclaw, WA  98022.  The editor of this publication can be contacted 

at animalresponseteam@gmail.com  Our web page is:  http//www.washingtonsart.org .  

WASART Calendar  

Thanks to the hard work of WASARTôs webmaster, Casy Cummings, WASART now has a cal-

endar up on our website.  The calendar is updated regularly so keep checking for upcoming 

training opportunities, events, notifications, etc.  
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Aristotle Call -out  

Continued on page 3  

Memberôs Snippet 

Tuesday, June 10th,  was a cool rainy day in western Washington when WASART was called 
to assist a downed horse to his feet.  Seven members responded immediately: Greta Cook, 
Lynn Henke, Heather Stewart, Kristin Malone, Ken Cottle, Mary Ann Bentley, and Gretchen 
McCallum.  At the time of the call out, Aristotle, a 14 year old Morgan gelding, had been 
down for a day and a half and had struggled unsuccessfully several times to regain his feet.  
Several vets had been consulted but no determination had been made as to why he could not 
get to his feet.  The horse was located in a pasture where he was receiving excellent around 
the clock care from the owner, friends and neighbors.  He was under a pop up canopy, cov-
ered with blankets and had a portable propane heater to help 
him stay warm. 

After assessing the situation with the help of WASART mem-
ber and veterinarian,  Dr. Heather Stewart, it was deter-
mined that Aristotle was becoming exhausted in his struggle 
to stand and needed to be moved to a location where a lift 
could be attempted.  The horse was rigged with one inch fire 
hose to make a lift harness.  A rescue strap (3 inch fire hose) 
was then placed around his mid section and through his 
front legs to pull him to the lift site.  The lift site was a large 
wooden swing set that had been reinforced.   

After rolling him onto a tarp,  Aristotle was pulled approxi-
mately fifty feet to the lift site with the assistance of a truck and 
several neighbors.   A pulley system was fashioned on the upper 
breams of the swingset and ropes were then attached to his lift 
harness.  Despite being hoisted up three times, Aristotle could 
not control his hind legs and was unable to support himself.   
The decision was made to pull him to another open location in 
the pasture where he 
could again be covered 
and warmed up.   

The following day he was taken to Oregon State Uni-
versity Veterinary Hospital where multiple tests were 
performed and he was able to stand on his own for a 
few hours.  Unfortunately, two days later he stopped 
eating.  Colic (digestive upset) is always a concern in 
horses that are unable to move around in their normal 
manner.  He went into surgery and an obstruction in 
his digestive system was found that was inoperable.  
Sadly, Aristotle had to be euthanized.  A necropsy (animal autopsy) was performed and there 
is still no positive determination as to what caused him to have trouble standing.  

Call outs such as this provide ñreal lifeò practice of our technical large animal rescue skills 
that are a vital part of enhancing our field response teams.  Valuable lessons are always 
learned and we are grateful for the opportunity to have helped this valiant, gentle horse and 
his family, even though the end result was not as positive as we had hoped. 

The following comment was received in May from member, Cathy Reaney, in Lakebay, WA, 

affectionately known to the BOD as ñThe Goat Ladyò for her expertise with these animals.  

Her remarks bear repeating in full.  

Gretchen:  I wanted to say thanks for WASART and your training requirements.  I took the 

CPR course, but like most people, I never thought I would use it. 

Today at Emilyôs play group, one of the little boys had a seizure.  He had stopped breathing 

and was blue.  His mom tried to rouse him and even tried a rescue breath, but she wasnôt 

getting anywhere.  I asked her if she needed help with CPR and she said if I knew how, then 

do it.  After a few chest compressions we were able to get his heart started.  He started crying 

and was pinked up by the time the paramedics arrived.   


